ISAAC BARROW

[Bom 1630. Mathematician. At the age of thirty he obtained
the Greek Chair at Cambridge and, in 1662, the Gresham Professor-
ship of Geometry, which he resigned on being appointed first Lucasian
Professor of Mathematics in the same University. In 1669 he resigned
in favour of his pupil, Isaac Newton. He was made a Doctor of
Divinity by mandate in 1670, and having preached a celebrated sermon
that lasted for three and a half hours, said he felt tired from standing
so long. In 1672 he became Master of Trinity College, Cambridge,
where he founded the library. Died 1677.]

HIS Father, Thomas Barrow, was the second son of
Isaac Barrow of Spinney abbey in the Countie of
Cambridge, Esq., who was a Justice of the Peace there
above fburtie yeares. The father of Thomas never designed
him for a Tradesman, but he was so severe to hitn he could not
endure to live with him, so he came to London and was
apprentice to a T .inn en-draper. He kept shoppe at the Signe
of the White-Horse in Forster-Lane, near St. Forster's Church,
in St. Leonard's parish; and his son was christened at St.
John Zacharie's in Forster Lane, for at that time St. Leonard's
Church was pulled downe to be re-edified.

He went to schoole, first to Mr. Brookes at Charter-house,
two yeares.    His father gave to Mr. Brookes 4 pounds per
whereas his pay was but 2 pound, to be caxefull of him ;

but Mr. Brookes was negligent of him, which the Captain
of the school acquainted his father (his Kinsman) and sayd that
he would not have him stay there any longer than be did, for
that he instructed him.
Afterwards to one Mr. Holbitch, about fower years, at
Felton in Essex, from whence he was admitted of Peterhouse
College in Cambridge first, and went to schoole a yeare after.
Then he was admitted to Trinity College in Cambridge at 13
yeares old.
His father dealt in his Trade to Ireland, where he had a
great losse, neer 1000 pounds ; upon which he wrote to Mr*
Holbitch, a Puritan, to be pleased to take a little paines more
than ordinary with him, because the times growing so bad, and
such a losse then received, that he did not know how he might
be able to provide for htm ; and so Mr. Holbitch tooke him